
  

 

 

 

 

 

Subject: A Hear.elt Message About Our School’s Voluntary Contribu<on 

To our Arnolds Creek Community  

As we embrace another exci8ng school year, we would like to take a moment to highlight the importance of 
our Parent Voluntary Contribu8on program and encourage your par8cipa8on. 

Schools provide students with free instruc8on to fulfil the standard Victorian curriculum, and we want to 
assure you that all contribu8ons are voluntary. Our school thrives on the dedica8on and support of our 
community. The voluntary contribu8ons from parents play a crucial role in enhancing our educa8onal 
environment, allowing us to provide valuable resources, engaging programs, and enriching experiences for our 
students. 

Voluntary parent contribu8ons, helps fund important programs, resources, and opportuni8es that government 
funding alone does not fully cover. These contribu8ons are not mandatory, and we understand that every 
family’s circumstances are different. However, they do make a real and measurable difference to what we can 
offer all students. 

The past couple of years, we have seen a significant drop in voluntary contribu8ons. While we respect every 
family’s decision and situa8on, we believe this is an area that we can hopefully improve with your help. Below 
are some examples of how voluntary contribu8ons can support our school:  

• Each student receiving a Resource Pack - Your contribu8ons will help us supply resource packs to all 
students, ensuring they have everything they need for a successful year. These packs will include 
essen8al books, and sta8onery supplies for the en8re year, making it easier for every student to 
engage fully in their learning. 
 

• Student iPads - ACPS currently have a 1:1 iPad program. This gives our students wide access to ebooks, 
educa8onal games and research tools. It offers our students tools for drawing, storytelling, video 
making and problem solving. Students can create projects that reflect their understanding in diverse 
ways. Our iPads are on a leasing program therefore comes at a cost to our school that is not funded by 
the government. 
 

• Swimming – The Swimming in Schools initiative provides primary school students with the 
opportunity to learn how to swim and develop lifelong skills in water safety to reduce their risk 
of drowning and injury. 

The voluntary contribu8on is not just a dona8on, it’s an investment in our children’s learning environment, 
crea8vity, and confidence. 

If you are in a posi8on to make a contribu8on, we would be deeply grateful. Every dollar helps, and every act of 
support, financial or otherwise, strengthens our community. 

The table on Page 3 outlines our suggested Curriculum contribu8ons that will allow us to con8nue to provide a 
valuable educa8onal experience for your child.  



  

 

 

 

Financial and Resource Item Informa<on  

Educa<onal Items for Students to Own  

We recommend that you purchase an art smock for your child to individually own and use. 

Extra-Curricular Items and Ac<vi<es 

Arnolds Creek Primary School offers a range of items and ac8vi8es that enhance or broaden the schooling 
experience of students and are above and beyond what the school provides in order to deliver the Curriculum. 
School Sports, Excursions and Camps are organised and provided on a user-pays basis. 

Payment Methods 

Payments can be paid to the school via any of the following op8ons. 

COMPASS – Please log onto your compass parent portal where you can select the amount you’d like to 
contribute.  

CASH/EFTPOS/CREDIT CARD - Payments can be made at the Front Office during the hours of 8:30am to 4:00pm 
on school days. Payments via credit card can also be taken over the phone by contac8ng us on 9732 8300. 
Alterna8vely if you wish to email us with your payment informa8on you can do so by emailing 
arnolds.creek.ps@educa8on.vic.gov.au with card details, your name, child’s name and the charge to which you 
would like your payment to be allocated. 

BPAY - Arnolds Creek Primary School offers BPAY as a payment method for families. Please refer to your Tax 
Invoices and/or Family Statements to find your BPAY details. If you would like your payment to be allocated to a 
specific charge, please advise the school on 9732 8300 or email arnolds.creek.ps@educa8on.vic.gov.au and 
a_en8on to Elisha Squires. 

Financial Support for Families 

Arnolds Creek Primary School understands that some families may experience financial difficulty and offers a 
range of support op8ons, including: 

● Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund  
● State School Relief 
● Individual Payment Plan 

For a confiden8al discussion about accessing these services, or if you would like to discuss alterna8ve payment 
arrangements, contact our Administra8on team by calling 03 9732 8300 or email to 
arnolds.creek.ps@educa8on.vic.gov.au 

Refund Arrangements 

Parent requests for refunds are subject to the discre8on of the school and made on a case-by-case basis. Refunds 
will be provided where the school deems it is reasonable and fair to do so.  

For further informa8on on the Department’s Parent Payments Policy please see a one-page overview a_ached. 

Yours sincerely, 

Kim Gomez 

Ac8ng Principal 
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Your child will not be disadvantaged at school if you do not make a voluntary contribu8on. All records are kept 
confiden8al as well as your decision about whether to make a contribu8on or not. 

     

Curriculum Contribu-ons - items and ac,vi,es that students use, or par,cipate 
in, to access the Curriculum 

$100 

Classroom consumables, materials & equipment 

● Individual resource pack for each student – School Diary, pens, pencils, 
textas, crayons, glue s6cks, wri6ng books, books satchel, graph and 
scrap books, highlighters, post-it notes, folders, pencil case, scissors, 
rulers etc. 

● Art – art folio, paint, crayons, canvas, gli@er, coloured paper, glue, card, 
wool, material, clay, wood, beading etc. 

● Digi Tech – shared classroom materials 
● Mathema6cs – sta6onery, maths kit, My Numeracy 
● English – book boxes, class sets, novels, reader, Reading Eggs 
● Physical Educa6on & Health –materials, equipment 
● Class Library – books, subscrip6ons, Seesaw  

$140 

iPad Lease $155 

iPad Applica=ons $113 

Other Contribu-ons - for non-curriculum items and ac,vi,es Amount 

Grounds Development Contribu,on $508 

Total Amount of suggested Contribu-on $400 

 
 
 

 



  

 

 

 

PARENT PAYMENTS POLICY  
ONE PAGE OVERVIEW 

 

FREE INSTRUCTION 
• Schools provide students with free instruction and ensure students have free access to all 

items, activities and services that are used by the school to fulfil the requirements of the 
Curriculum. This includes the Victorian Curriculum F-10, the Victorian Certificate of Education 
(VCE) including the VCE Vocational Major and the Victorian Pathways Certificate. 

• Schools may invite parents to make a financial contribution to support the school. 

 

 

PARENT PAYMENT REQUESTS 
Schools can request contributions from parents under three categories:  

Curriculum Contributions 
Voluntary financial 
contributions for curriculum 
items and activities which the 
school deems necessary for 
students to learn the 
Curriculum. 

Other  
Contributions 

Voluntary financial 
contributions for non-
curriculum items and 
activities that relate to the 
school’s functions and 
objectives. 

Extra-Curricular Items and 
Activities 

Items and activities that 
enhance or broaden the 
schooling experience of 
students and are above and 
beyond what the school 
provides for free to deliver 
the Curriculum. These are 
provided on a user-pays 
basis. 

• Schools may also invite parents to supply or purchase educational items to use and own (e.g. 
textbooks, stationery, digital devices). 

 

 

FINANCIAL HELP FOR FAMILIES 
• Schools put in place financial hardship arrangements to support families who cannot pay for 

items or activities so that their child doesn’t miss out. 

• Schools have a nominated parent payment contact person(s) that parents can have a 
confidential discussion with regarding financial hardship arrangements. 

 

 

SCHOOL PROCESSES 
• Schools must obtain school council approval for their parent payment arrangements and 

publish all requests and communications for each year level on their school website for 
transparency. 

 


